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sense of continuity with the institutional manifestations of church that have gone 
before us” (p. 9). In chapter two, R.C. Miessler discusses what he refers to as “spiritual 
tinkering.” He states, “If young adults are having less exposure to organized religion 
as they grow up, the path that religion can often provide is less defined than it was 
for their parents” (p. 17).
The overriding message of the book is that fundamentalism and dogmas are outdated 
and have “run their course.” David Paul Brown, who wrote the chapter entitled 
“The Scandal of Main Street Steeples,” says:
Turned off by the dogmatism of fundamentalism, many American Christians 
increasingly understand their faith in an intensely personal way, unbound by any 
holy book, leader, denomination, or creed. In coffee shops and on college campuses, 
a growing religiously unaffiliated population that identifies as ‘spiritual but not 
religious’ is content to pick and choose from a variety of religious traditions and 
experiences (p. 51).
I believe the book is a very good gauge of where religion is going or has already 
gone within the country, as well as some of the expectations for the future.
The Formation of Christian Doctrine,
by Malcolm B. Yarnell III, Nashville: B&H Publishing Group, 2007. 218 pp. $19.99. 
ISBN 9780805440461
Reviewed by Terry L. Christian, Assistant Archivist, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, TX
Malcolm Yarnell, professor of systematic theology, director of the Center for 
Theological Research, and chair of the Systematic Theology Department at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, has written The Formation of Christian 
Doctrine, an in-depth academic work and major theological contribution to the history 
of doctrinal development. The author states “the original impetus” for this book is a 
“free-church response” to John Henry Cardinal Newman’s magisterial An Essay on 
the Development of Doctrine (pp. 115-16). Yarnell’s writing may be distinguished from 
other attempts at theological prolegomena, the discussion of theological method, for 
the reason that it examines the believers’ church confessional practices. He explains 
his book is “intended to prepare those who wish to lead others to see the intricately 
wondrous beauty of God who should be worshipped in both houses [of church and 
academy] to think critically in a theological manner about their faith” (p. 3).
The author states his view, which is unique among other development of doctrinal 
writings, because not only is it from a believers’ church perspective but it is also 
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specifically from a Southern Baptist theologian’s viewpoint (p. 1). While exercising 
academic rigor, he humbly submits faith in Jesus Christ as key for his theological 
work. Continuing to put a finer point on his position, he explains believers’ church 
theological emphases being “Christocentrism, Biblicism, pneumatic hermeneutics, 
and congregationalism” (p. 5).
The chapters following provide summarily the divergent approaches of theologians 
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI – Catholic), Maurice Wiles (Anglican 
– Liberal), and Herman Bavinck (Dutch Reformed) concerning their works on 
the foundation of Christian doctrine. These views then stand in contrast with the 
free-church theological foundation Yarnell depicts through the sixteenth-century 
Pilgram Marpeck’s (Anabaptist) ecclesiology. Subsequently, he evaluates historically 
Vincent of Lérins through to Cardinal Newman’s developmental theses while 
including the evangelical critiques of Alister McGrath and Peter Toon. He then turns 
to a free-church proposal citing their major characteristics as “a Christocentrism and 
biblicism coupled with pneumatological illumination” (p. 150). The final chapter 
analyzes a free-church development of theology focusing categorically on the 
Southern Baptist position.
The Formation of Christian Doctrine, while written for advanced students of theology, 
should be available in every Christian library due to its comprehensive content 
presented from the specific context of the believers’ church. Yarnell’s careful as well 
as detailed compendium will help students gain a more thorough understanding of 
the complicated subject of a distinctively Christ-centered theological prolegomena.
Freedom’s Tree,
by Kenneth Lippincott. Bloomington, IN: Westbow Press, 2014. 280 pp.  
$19.95. ISBN 9781490858135
Reviewed by Mary Ann Buhler, Director of Library Services,  
Manhattan Christian College, Manhattan, KS
Kenneth Lippincott wrote Freedom’s Tree over a span of 40-some years. A retired 
English teacher, he has had the time to not only finish this book, but also to work 
on the other two in The Rock Creek Trilogy. 
This fiction work begins with the disappearance of a teacher. With this, the 
protagonist arrives in a very small Colorado town to apply for the job that is now 
available. Karen quickly becomes enmeshed in a murder mystery, one that has a 
surprise ending. Add in romance, and you have an intriguing story.
